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The 2009 Military Intelli-

gence Ball will be on 25 April 

2009. The cocktail hour com-

mences at 1800.  The Ball 

will take place at Seoul 

Grand Hyatt Hotel. It opens 

to all Intelligence profession-

als- military (ROK/US, all 

services, all ranks), civilians 

and their spouses. You will 

be entertained by KOLA, 8th 

US Army Jazz Band, Eun-

Kyeol Lee, Chae Yeon, Spe-

cial Guests & more… 

Uniform for the MI Ball is 

Dress Blues, Mess Dress, or 

Formal Greens (or equivalent 

for other services; formal 

wear for civilians).  Name-

tags will be worn on Dress 

Blues and Formal Greens.   

Ticket price is 69,000 Won.  

Please contact for more infor-

mation: 

 MAJ Elsen @754-7005 /  

david.p.elsen@mi.army.mil  

Or CPT Lee @ 723– 2520. 

 

Military Intelligence Corps 

Association is a voluntary 

organization that is dedi-

cated to recognizing the in-

telligence community’s role 

in supporting peace and sta-

bility on the Korean Penin-

sula.  
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The Hangang Yeouido Spring Flower Fes-

tival, one of the most famous festivals in 

Seoul,  is scheduled to run for 16 days, 

from April 3 (Friday) to April 18 

(Saturday). The theme of this year’s festi-

val will be ‘flowers that bloom from the 

sky’, and various performances, exhibi-

tions, and events will take place through-

out the Yeouido Park and Yeouiseo-ro ar-

eas. During the festival period, visitors 

can admire gorgeous spring flowers such 

as cherry blossoms, azaleas, forsythias, and 

royal azaleas set against the backdrop of 

the Hangang River. 

Please visit for more information, http://

english.ydp.go.kr/B030000.asp.  

 

For  Korea wide festival information, please 

visit   http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/

Festival/2301000000.html.  

 

Military Spouses - Looking for a Portable 

Career that Offers Upward Mobility and 

Flexibility? 

The Association for Financial Counseling 

and Planning Education® (AFCPE®) in 

association with the National Military 

Family Association and the FINRA Inves-

tor Education Foundation is pleased to an-

nounce applications are being accepted for 

the FINRA Foundation Military Spouse 

Accredited Financial Counselor® Fellow-

ship. This program will provide up to 

200 military spouses with the education 

necessary to enter the financial counseling 

career field.  

The fellowship covers the costs associated 

with completing the Accredited Financial 

Counselor® (AFC®) training and the first 

two attempts at both exams. Upon suc-

cessful completion of the program and re-

quired practicum, the participant will be 

awarded the Accredited Financial Coun-

selor® designation from AFCPE®.  

Many employers such as credit unions, fi-

nancial aid offices, and community housing 

agencies need well-trained, ethical and car-

ing financial counselors to meet the increas-

ing demand for financial counseling services. 

Military spouses can fill this need while 

building a rewarding career that is flexible 

to the demands of the military family life-

style.    

Applications for the 2009 FINRA Founda-

tion Military Spouse Fellowship for 

the Accredited Financial Counselor R Pro-

gram are being accepted now through 

April 30, 2009 for military spouses. 

Applications and more information about 

the program can be found at  

http://www.nmfa.org/

site/PageServer. 
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During the month of April, 

Yongsan New Parent Sup-

port Program is trying to 

empower moms to get out 

with confidence and ex-

plore their environment. 

It is Child Abuse Awareness Month and as 

part of this awareness, they want moms to 

have an outlet with their children. 

They will be going on outings during their  

usual Wednesday playgroup time. There 

will be no playgroup in Yongsan during 

the outings. 

 

These are the planned activities: 

1 April – Children’s Science Museum  

(4,000 won for adults 2,000 won for each 

child 3and up and about 2,000 won for the 

train) 

15 April- Children’s Grand Park 

 (admission to the park is free! Bring about 

5,000 won for the train and any purchases 

you’d like) 

22 April- Seoul Grand Park Zoo 

29 April- COEX Aquarium 

 

All of these activities were scheduled to help 

promote Child Abuse Awareness Month. For 

all of the activities, they will meet at 

9:00am at Gate 17. They will be the guides 

for these outings and the parents will re-

main responsible for their children through-

out the trip. Prices for the future trips will 

be followed.  

  

There will be NO playgroups for the follow-

ing dates due to Spring Break: April  6,7,8. 

 

For more information,  please contact New 

Parent Support Group at 723-7391 or 738-

8861.  

March 14, White Day was mentioned in 

the previous WAR # 19. It is celebrated in 

Korea and Japan as an Answer Day from 

men to women. Because only women may 

give chocolates to men on Valentine’s Day .   

Here is another day celebrated in Korea. 

Celebration? Well…let’s say  ‘Consolation’. 

Black Day (April 14) is a South Korean 

informal tradition for single people to get 

together and eat Jajangmyeon (noodles 

with black bean sauce), sometimes a white 

sauce is mixed for those who did not cele-

brate White Day. 

The idea is that those who did not give or 

receive gifts on Valentine's Day (February 

14) or White Day (March 14) can get to-

gether and eat Jajangmyeon (짜장면), white 

Korean noodles with black bean sauce 

(hence the name), to commiserate their 

singledom.  

You got nothing on Valentine’s Day and 

White Day? It’s your day, enjoy a pint of Ale. 

A dark beer? How awful! How heavy! How 

bitter! How fattening! How strong! 

That’s what the Black Day is sup-

posed to be.  
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example of Far Eastern palace architecture 

and garden design" being exceptional be-

cause the buildings are "integrated into and 

harmonized with the natural setting" and 

adapted "to the topography and retaining 

indigenous tree cover."  

Portions of the palace were used to film the 

hugely popular Korean Drama Dae Jang 

Geum in the 2000s. 

More information to include 

timeline to follow.  

Red Dragon City Tour –Palace 

- 501st MI BDE  

Our next Red Dragon city tour will be on 

Saturday, 18 April.  We will visit Chang-

deok Palace.  We will take the subway 

there, view the palace, walk the grounds, 

and then enjoy lunch at a Korean restau-

rant.   

Changdeok Palace is set within a large 

park in Jongno-gu, Seoul. It is one of the 

"Five Grand Palaces" built by the kings of 

the Joseon Dynasty and because of its lo-

cation east of Gyeongbok Palace, Chang-

deokgung is also referred to as the East 

Palace. Changdeok Palace was added to 

the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1997. 

The UNESCO committee inscribing the 

site stated the place was an "outstanding 

 

KATUSA-U.S. Soldier Friendship Week  

 
U.S. Army Garrison-Yongsan will celebrate the bond be-

tween Korean and U.S. Soldiers with the "2009 KATUSA-

U.S. Soldier Friendship Week" starting April 20.The week 

will feature a series of spirited competition and cultural ex-

changes. This year's friendship week, April 20-24, is the 

33rd installment of a celebration designed to build esprit de 

corps and camaraderie between American Soldiers and Ko-

rean Augmentees to the U.S. Army, commonly referred to as 

"KATUSAs." The entire Yongsan Garrison community is in-

vited to the events. The week will begin April 20 with infor-

mal unit activities like sightseeing tours. The official opening 

ceremony is scheduled for 9 a.m. on April 21 at Lombardo 

Field behind Collier Field House on Yongsan Garrison South 

Post, and will include a performance by a Martial Arts dem-

onstration group. 
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